
Exploring the 
Outcomes of 

Marijuana Use in 
Colorado





It’s Not Just “a Little Pot” 

1969 2019

stonerdays.com

THC: 1-3% THC: 16-99%

First documented cases of Cannabis Dependence 
Disorder (addiction) at 5% THC



It’s Not Just a “Little Pot”

Cannabis plants – Circa 1970’s
Today: 1 plant can produce  1 lb of pot

per harvest (3-4 harvests per year)



THC Potency



“But it’s just a plant…”

(80 to 90% THC) Concentrates
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Almost 60 percent of new marijuana users 

each year are under age 18

9 percent of 8th graders have vaped in the past 30 days
U.S. NSDUH 2014 Survey Results





























“Colorado now leads the 

country in past-month 

youth marijuana use, after 

legalizing marijuana in 

2012. The state claims this 

dubious distinction after 

being in third place in the 

2012-2013 report, and in 

fourth place in the 2011-

2012 study.” - SAM



1 in 6 Teens Become Addicted

Keeping in mind that this is based on THC content <12%:

1 in 10 adults and 1 in 6 adolescents
who try marijuana will become 

addicted 

The adolescent brain is especially 
susceptible to marijuana use

When kids use, they have a 
greater chance of developing  

addiction

Wagner, F.A. & Anthony, J.C. , 2002; Giedd. J. N., 2004
http://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/research-reports/marijuana/marijuana-addictive







Association Between Level of
Cannabis Use & Risk of Psychosis

Marconi.A et al. Meta-analysis of the Association Between the Level of Cannabis Use and Risk of Psychosis 
Schizophrenia Bulletin 42(5):1262 – 1269. Feb 15, 2016 doi: 10.1093/schbul/sbw003

• 571 references, 18 studies

• 66,816 individuals

• Higher levels of cannabis use were associated with increased 

risk for psychosis in all included studies

• Current evidence shows high levels of cannabis use increase 

risk of psychotic outcomes

• Confirms a dose-response relationship between the level of 

use and risk for psychosis



First Episode of Psychosis Due to High 
Potency Cannabis Use

M. DiForti, et al., Proportion of patients in south London with first episode of psychosis attributable to 
use of high potency cannabis: a case control study. Lancet Psychiatry. February 18, 2015 

www.thelancet.com/psychiatry

• Daily use of high potency marijuana 

increases psychosis risk 5x

• Weekend use nearly triples the risk

• High potency marijuana use alone was 

responsible for 24% of psychosis cases

http://www.thelancet.com/psychiatry


Arseneault et al BMJ 2002   Di Forti M et al., 
The Lancet published online Feb 18, 2015



Mood & Anxiety Disorders















Marijuana Businesses Starbucks McDonalds

390

233

25

Denver, CO



“Gas & Grass” Station

















Home Grow Operations

• No inspections for molds, pesticides, contaminants, etc.

• No established safety standards

• Undercuts the tax scheme

• “Free gift” loopholes





























“In working-class 
neighborhoods like Elyria-
Swansea, Globeville and 
Northeast Park Hill there’s 
a growing sense among 
residents that they have 
been overrun by a new 
drug trade, legal but 
noxious all the same.”

In Elyria-Swansea alone, 
more than three dozen 
businesses are licensed to 
grow and sell marijuana 
and another dozen 
companies manufacture 
edible pot products.”



Massive amounts of homeless are known as 
“Marijuana Refugees”
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